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HERB & DOROTHY tells the extraordinary story of Herbert Vogel, a postal clerk, and 
Dorothy Vogel, a librarian, who managed to build one of the most important 
contemporary art collections in history with very modest means. In the early 1960s, 
when very little attention was paid to Minimalist and Conceptual Art, Herb and Dorothy 
Vogel quietly began purchasing the works of unknown artists. Devoting all of Herb's 
salary to purchase art they liked, and living on Dorothy's paycheck alone, they continued 
collecting artworks guided by two rules: the piece had to be affordable, and it had to be 
small enough to fit in their one-bedroom Manhattan apartment. Within these limitations, 
they proved themselves curatorial visionaries; most of those they supported and 
befriended went on to become world-renowned artists including Sol LeWitt, Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude, Richard Tuttle, Chuck Close, Robert Mangold, Sylvia Plimack Mangold, 
Lynda Benglis, Pat Steir, Robert Barry, Lucio Pozzi, and Lawrence Weiner.  
 
After thirty years of meticulous collecting and buying, the Vogels managed to 
accumulate over 2,000 pieces, filling every corner of their tiny one bedroom apartment. 
"Not even a toothpick could be squeezed into the apartment," recalls Dorothy. In 1992, 
the Vogels decided to move their entire collection to the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, DC. The vast majority of their collection was given as a gift to the 
institution. Many of the works they acquired appreciated so significantly over the years 
that their collection today is worth millions of dollars. Still, the Vogels never sold a 
single piece. Today Herb and Dorothy still live in the same apartment in New York with 
19 turtles, lots of fish, and one cat. They've refilled it with piles of new art they've 
acquired.  
 
HERB & DOROTHY is directed by first time filmmaker Megumi Sasaki. The film 
received the Golden Starfish Award for the Best Documentary Film and Audience Award 
from the 2008 Hamptons International Film Festival. It has also received Audience 
Awards from the 2008 SILVERDOCS Film Festival and the 2009 Philadelphia Cinefest. 
Palm Springs International Film Festival named HERB & DOROTHY one of their "Best 
of Fest" films in 2009.  
 
Megumi Sasaki, Director and Producer 
 
Originally a freelance journalist, Megumi's first big break came in 1989 covering the 
Fall of the Berlin Wall. After a 3-month period taking photographs and gathering stories 
directly from the streets and living rooms of Eastern Europe, Megumi produced a 10-
part series portraying the confusion and excitement gripping the life and people of 
former Iron Curtain nations. This series was selected to run in Yomiuri Shimbun, Japan's 
highest-circulation newspaper. 
 



 
In 1992 Megumi joined NHK, Japan's sole public broadcaster and equivalent to the BBC, 
to work variously as anchor, news director and reporter for Ohayo Nippon, a popular 
morning news program. 
 
From 1996 Megumi returned to independent work as a freelance television documentary 
news director and field producer, developing programs for Japan's premiere 
documentary series, NHK Special, as well as for commercial networks including TBS, 
TV Asahi, Nippon Television and TV Tokyo. The resulting body of work explores such 
disciplines as art, science, medicine, business and international affairs. Highlights 
include examinations of: African small arms proliferation; Nigerian Nobel laureate Wole 
Shoinka; arts education with Christo and Jeanne-Claude; economic globalization; 
international whaling and environmental disputes; aging societies; organ transplant, 
assisted suicide and right-to-die controversies; the crisis of nuclear North Korea, and 
many more. 
 
In 2002 Megumi founded a production company, Fine Line Media, to streamline 
ongoing commitments to Japanese TV while facilitating her new interest in feature 
documentary projects. Herb and Dorothy is the first of these, a labor of love for which 
Megumi has worn hats both as director and producer. 
 
Born and raised in Japan, Megumi has lived in New York City since 1988. In her career 
as a freelance print and television journalist she has traveled to over 40 countries. She is 
fluent in both English and Japanese. 
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The above information is from: 
http://www.herbanddorothy.com/index.php?id=51 
 
 
 
 

“Herb and Dorothy” English Homepage: 
http://www.herbanddorothy.com/2010/ 

 
“Herb and Dorothy” Japanese Homepage: 

http://www.herbanddorothy.com/jp/ 
 


