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ake a moment′ dear readett and look carefully

atthe pubttcation in your hands.Kansai Scene

may focus on、 vhatis new in the Kansairegion,

but as a soulce ofreporting on rapan,it is part

of a tradition that stretches back to reports by Marco Polo

ofan ancientland to the east ofChina that was illed with

gold and fliendly people.Today7 getting inforination on

Tユpan iS as easy aslogging on to a blog,and one need not
waitfor Venetian merchantships to bring news of what
is happening in rapan.Yetitis thanks to intrepid past for‐

eign correspondents from all walks oflife that we、vho live

h e l e  a r e  a b l e  t o  c o n i r m , o r  d e b u n峰w h a t r a p a n  i s ` r e a l l y

like'when in conversation with those who have never been

to rapa.yet feelthat because they reュd certain books or

follow certain media,they understand the country.
Anyttst ofttntentialチapan_based foreign torrespondents'

over the years,decades,and centunesis stlre to be incom‐

plete and heavily biased in favor ofthe author.That sait
with the beneit of hindsigh,some correspondents clear呼

have cont■buted I■ore than others to our understanding

ofrapanesc history7iffor no other reason than theirworks

a r e  a l■o n g  t h e  f e w  t h a t  s t i l l s t l m v e . H e r e  t h e L  i s  a n  a r b i t r a w

top lo list of correspondents and pubttcations that anyone

lnterested in historical and modern foreign`reporting on

)apan might pemse,en,oL and recommend to budding
rapanophileS.

ェ.THE D4ARY OF RiCHARD COCKSiCocks wasan
Englishman who lived inチapan from about1613-1623
in Hirado,where the English had established a trading

post.His diary records life inチapan during one ofthe
most critical peliods in the country's history2,ust aS the
Tokugawa erawas beginning and rapanwas expelling
most foreigners.Cocks tried his bestto rnake a go ofthe
trading post,but would return home in disgrace.With

the end of his diary7 English language reporting direct

fromrapanwouldceasefornearlytwo andahュlfcenturies′
untilthe arrival ofthe Americans in 1853・

■,THE EXPEDlTtON OF COMMODORE

WiLLiAM PERぷ 、Perry's actount ofthe 1853 expedition
t h a t  o p e n e d  u pチapa n  t O  t h e W e s t i s  a  t o u r d e t t r c e  t h a t i s ,
by turns,a diplomatic record of negotiations、vith rapan,s
leaders,a scientiic studyofrapan's natural wonders,an
anthropological dissertation,and a social colnI■entary.
Even lnore astonishing to 21St century readersis thatit

was a government document,ordered prepared by the US

congressin an age when people read government docu‐

ments、vith interest and without surprise thatthey could

be written clearlyand intelligentv

3コSlR ERNEST SATOW,A DJpLOMAT,N JApAN:

Bemeen 1862 and 1883,Sato、v served with the British

Legation in Tokyo and became one ofthe Wesrs fOIemost

interpreters ofrapanese language,history2 and custolls.

Arri宙ngiust a fewyears before the Metti Restoration7
Satow watched the collnt1/s stmggles to shake ottthe
centuries ofisolation and embrace the technology and
customs ofthe West.This account ofhis tine in rapan
is a detailed account of those tllrbulent years,and

remained one ofthe mostinユuentialworks on Tapan
wellinto the 20th Century.

4・iSABELLA BlRD,UNBEATEN TRACKS,N ,

』APANtt lf satow was the conSummate insider who

moved comfortably among statesmen2 generals,and

members ofraparsimperlalfamttL Birdwas the consum‐
mate outsider.Arriving in rapan in 1878,the intrepid and
iercely independent Bird shocked her count■μnen and

women,and herrapanese hosts,with her determination
to travelto the Tohoku and Hokkaido regions accoェ 1‐

panied by only an interpleter.Manythought hermat
and warned of disease,rough rottds,and bands ofthieves
who would waylay her.Undauntet she,Ourneyed tO
Hokkaido where she lnet with the then somewhatlnyste―

r i o u s  A i n u  p e o p l e , r e c o r d i n g  t h e i  c u s t o m s . A t l e a s t a  c e n w

ahead of hertlme,Birぜ s account was 19th century travel

writing atits ine

5.THE WR,T'NGS OF LAFCAD10 HEARN:An
argument can be made that vagabond writer Lafcadio

Hearn is the mostinfluentialforeign writer onチapan
ever.Few foreign obseNerS Ofrapan then2 or no、L were
as proliic in their writings on this country7 and Hear〕ゴs

observ3tions oflong ago are st工lread by students ofthe

COuntiY tOday.His taste forthe morbid combhed with his

reputation7 at the tilne and aftewards,as an apologist for

a■things rapanese,have rnade hiln controversi己1己mOng

scholars and lnodern observers ofrapan.I[is approach
also formed the basis ofthe“nihoniin_IOr,or the“the
theory of being,ュpaneseちdebate,a racist pseudo―science

promoted by ruttng etttesin both the US andチュpan that
has been discredited by serious scholars but is still trotted
out by the corrupしthe cynicaL and the ignorant to iustify

チユpanese behavior.

6`EDWARD HOuSErEDITOR,TOktO T,MES:
Long fOrgotten unt工rames Huffman's superb 2003 biO‐
graphLA Yaれたeein Meげ:/apαれ,Edward House was a
Boston,ournalist who arrived inァapan i■1870 and knew

Satow7BtttandHeam.One oftheMttieゴ S ttost co10r皿
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characters,House was,like Hearn7a writerwho fe■ in love

with rapan and would spend the rest ofhis days defending

its actions,A friend ofWalt Whitman and Mark TwaiL

House's acld tongue and barbed collinents echoed the

latterin his criticism in the pages ofthe Toklo Times and

elsewhere ofthe kind ofWesterners then coming to rapan.

He WaS己lSO a宙gorous opponent ofthe treaties rapan had
signed with the WVest7 which granted extraleg■l residents

to Western residents.House's sharp、 viしenraged and pas‐

sionate editorials,and stubborn defense ofwhat he be‐

lieved to be五ght stood hiln in lnarked contrastto the
otherforeign language newspapers then land nowl.His

innuence on how the outside world sawチapan iS harder to

,udge・But for a time in the late 19th century2 his opinlo■s,
articles,and editorials were requtted reading for foreigners

andTapanese.

7BJOSEPH CREWrTEN YEARSlNど APAN:Grew
sewed as ambassadorto rapan beぃ肝een 1931 and early
1942,When he wtts Fepatriated to the US atter the attack

on Peari Harbor on December 7th,1941・ HiS diawtt which

appeared during the waF yearS,is be■ eved to have been

heavily rediteざfor publication.Butthe account he gives

of■egotiauonsin the rnonthsleading up to the Pearl Harbor

attack was taken as gospel by theimmediate pottwar gener

ation ofWestern scholars,diplomats,and,ournattsts who
came toチapan,Onlylong afterthe end ofWorldWarIL
when the US government began declassifying diplomatic

cables,did a more complex picture emerge.But Grew′s ac―

countremalns the basis on which lnanyAmericans today

contmuetoviewPea■ Harbor and the eventsleading up to it.

8BCHALMERSJOHNSCN,Mlll AND THE』 APANESE

M,RACLEEIn the posttar years,conventional、 visdom

in theWest held thatrapars rapid recoverywas due to
the countFプS embrace Of US‐style democracy and Anglo_
Amettcan style free market capitattsm.Generations of

Westem scholars,iollrnalists,business titans,and diplomats

who dealt withチapan a■beheved this to be true.But by
the late 1970S,it became dearthatrapanwas doing some‐
thing drferentt But to suggest thatits economy was funda‐

mentally not based on!α:ssez‐ra:re principles was to risk
personal ttdicule and professional suicide.

Enter US scholar Cha11■ers lohnSOn.Once a student of

China7rOhnson ttLrnedhis attention to rapananddおcovered

that To均ばs btLreauCrats,especially at the m血sttt ofinter

nationaltrade and industry7 and China's conll■unist partY

had lnore in coIImon than lnost people realized.His

assertion that a lnaiorreasOn for the success ofrapanese

irms was because the rninistry was picking and ch00sing

winners and iosers by directing capitalinvestinents to
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certain industrles seeIIs obviott m 2010.Butit new in the
face of conventionュltheolrthree decades of a80・アOhnSOn
was vilified and even labeled′antエアapaneSe as he attempted
to tell people that,■o,チユpan Was nOt“lustlikeAmeric己

″.
T o d a y 7  h i s  i d e a s  a r e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  a m o n g、れr t u a l l y■止

economic writels onチュpan,save a Few troglodytes in the
Mllrdoch press.

9 E K A R E L  V A N  W O L F E R E N , T H E  E N i C M A  C F
JAPANESE POWER:Ifチ ohnsOn was a heretic among
econonistslat irSO Van W01fren was the bete nOir of

political classes foF hiS aSsertion that,■o,アapan Was■Ot
a  f d y f u n c t i o n i n g  p a n i a m e n t a t t d e m o c r a c y  a n t  i n  f a c与
LLnel e C t e d  b L l r e■ucrat s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h t d e  k n i t t i n g  c i r c l e
known Kasulnigaseki had sweeping unofficial poweFS that

made proactive leadership fromチュpan all but ttlpossible.
A,oumユhStWhohadlivedinrapanfornearlythree decades
when he pubttshed the book in 1989,Van Wolferen endured

the wrath ofolderTapanHands butinユuenced a generation
ofyounger ones,、vho saw that his version ofrapanese pol‐
itics was a lot closer to realitt than the one being taught at
w e s t e r n  t l n i v e F S i t i e s .

ェoコALEX KERR,DOCS&DEMONSi LikeVanWolfere弓
Ker r h a d l o n g b e e n  r e s i d e n t i n T a pュ弓血this  c a s e  K y o t o  a n d
ruralShttoktt when he penned his work on what went
wlongwithrapan inthe highgrowth era ofthe196os and
1970S,and the go‐go years ofthe lnfamous bubble economy
of1986‐1991・An unspattntt critica1look at the econoIIllc and

socialwoesrapan experiencedintheり90Sland COntinues
to experience todayl,KeH sLL-3rlZed far better than any

foreign,ourn:出st ever didwhatthe cause ofthe problems
reallyweFe.Ihiswas becauscmikemostforeigniournalis喝
KeFr VヽaS able to see therapa・beyond the brightttghts and
fancy restallrants ofTokyo.

There are any■LLmbeI Ofpubttations those familiar

withrapanwttimmediatelyrecognize as beingabsent
from the above ttstt most■otabttRuth Benedicrs classic
The ChttsanthemLLm and the Sword.But when itcomes
to howrapanwas reported or analyzed through first hand
experlence′and when itcomesto how contempora呼

iOurnalists andcommentators from theWest宙ewチapaL
the above works from those who lived in】 apan cenediCt

never didl orWere historica■y important宙 sitors stand out.

Ma■ y Kansai Scene readers are,■o doubtt contemplatlng

thei own book on some aspect ofKansai orTapaL and

when this magazlne celebrates its 20th Or 30th aIInlversary7

it wi■be interesting iftheir work is included in some future

a r t i c l e  o n  h o wチap a n  i n  t h e  2 1 S t C e n t u r y w a s  v i e w e d  b y  t h e

outside wond.


